
 
Mandatory Read 
The Outsiders   750L      by S.E. Hinton 
Three brothers struggle to stay together after their parents' death, as they search for an identity among the 
conflicting values of their adolescent society in which they find themselves "outsiders." 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Egg and Spoon       by Gregory Maguire 
In 1905 czarist Russia, an impoverished country girl Elena and the aristocratic Ekatrina meet and set in motion 
an escapade that includes mistaken identity, a monk locked in a tower, a prince traveling incognito, and the 
witch Baba Yaga. 
 
Stella by Starlight       by Sharon M. Draper 
When a burning cross set by the Klan causes panic and fear in 1932 Bumblebee, North Carolina, fifth-
grader Stella must face prejudice and find the strength to demand change in her segregated town. 
 
Gabriel’s Clock       by Hilton Pashley 
Twelve-year-old Jonathan is half-angel, half-demon, and the only one of his kind. But he has no idea of his true 
identity, and now a rogue arch-demon wants him for his own sinister purpose. 
 
El Deafo      by Cece Bell 
Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and making new friends while 
wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! (Graphic Novel) 
 
The Madman of Piney Woods     by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Even though it is now 1901, the people of Buxton, Canada (originally a settlement of runaway slaves) and 
Chatham, Canada are still haunted by two events of half a century before--the American Civil War, and the Irish 
potato famine, and the lasting damage those events caused to the survivors. 
 
Finding Ruby Starling      by Karen Rivers 
Through e-mails, letters, blog entries, and movie scripts, twelve-year-old Ruth, an American girl, and Ruby, an 
English one, discover that they are long-lost twins. 
 
The Cat at the Wall      by Deborah Ellis 
When normal American middle-school student Clare dies and comes back as a cat in the middle of conflict 
between Israelis and Palestinians, she wonders if she should even try to do what she can to help since, after all, 
she is just a cat. 
 
The Swap        by Megan Shull 
When seventh-grader Ellie, who is having best-friend problems, and eighth-grader Jack, who is under 
tremendous pressure from his father, switch bodies and lives, they learn a great deal about themselves and the 
opposite sex.               7th Gr ISRL 2015 page 1 of 4 

2015 Summer Independent Reading List: 
Incoming 7th Grade 

You must read The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. In addition, you are encouraged to read at least 1 book 
from this list, and 1 book of your choice.  This is for a total of 3 books.   
Parents are encouraged to review, discuss and decide with their child what titles would be best. 

 



Stay Where You Are & Leave 880L    by John Boyne 
Four years after Alfie Summerfield's father left London to become a soldier in World War I he has not returned 
but Alfie, now nine, is shining shoes at King's Cross Station when he happens to learn that his father is at a 
nearby hospital being treated for shell shock. 
 
Summer and Bird       by Katherine Catmull 
In the world of Down, young sisters Summer and Bird are separated and go in very different directions as they 
seek their missing parents, try to vanquish the evil Puppeteer, lead the talking birds back to their Green Home, 
and discover the identity of the true bird queen. 
 
The Only Thing to Fear  820L    by Caroline Tung Richmond 
It has been nearly seventy years since Hitler's armies won the war, and sixteen-year-old Zara St. James lives in 
the Shenandoah hills, part of the Eastern American Territories, under the rule of the Nazis--but a resistance 
movement is growing, and Zara, who dreams of freedom, may be the key to its success. 
 
Loot: How to Steal a Fortune  540L    by Jude Watson 
When Alfie McQuinn, the notorious jewel thief, is killed on a job, his last words to his son, March, are to "find 
jewels" and this instruction leads the boy to Jules, the twin sister he never knew he had--and the perfect partner 
to carry on the family business. 
 
Upside Down in the Middle of Nowhere   by Julie T. Lamana 
At the end of August 2005, ten-year-old Armani is looking forward to her birthday party in the Lower Ninth 
Ward of New Orleans, where she and her extended family live, but Hurricane Katrina is on the way, bringing 
destruction and tragedy in its wake. 
 
Mark of the Thief       by Jennifer A. Nielsen 
Forced to enter a sealed cavern that reputedly holds the lost treasures of Caesar, slave boy Nic discovers an 
amulet imbued with divine power and finds himself at the center of a conspiracy to overthrow the emperor and 
spark the Praetor War. 
 
The Misadventures of the Family Fletcher  750L  by Dana Allison Levy   
Relates the adventures of a family with two fathers, four adopted boys, and a variety of pets as they make their 
way through a school year, Kindergarten through sixth grade, and deal with a grumpy new neighbor. 
 
Curiosity   870L    by Gary Blackwood   
In 1835, when his father is put in a Philadelphia debtor's prison, twelve-year-old chess prodigy Rufus 
Goodspeed is relieved to be recruited to secretly operate a chess-playing automaton named The Turk, but soon 
questions the fate of his predecessors and his own safety. 
 
Guys Read: The Sports Pages     by Jon Scieszka 
A witch doctor puts a curse on Derek Jeter and a lucky grapefruit determines the winner of the World Series in 
ten funny and inspiring original sports stories. Black-and-white illustrations.  (Series) 
 
The Crossover       by Kwame Alexander  
Can Josh, a basketball player who, as he puts it, is “Always AGITATING / COMBINATING / and 
ELEVATING his game,” succeed without his twin, Jordan, alongside him?  
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The Thickety Book 1       by J.A. White 
Shunned by villagers who convicted her mother of witchcraft years earlier, Kara is lured by an unusual bird into 
a forbidden magical forest where she discovers a strange book of unspeakable power that may have belonged to 
her mother. 
 
Tesla’s Attic      by Neal Shusterman 
With a plot combining science and the supernatural, four kids are caught up in a dangerous plan concocted by 
the eccentric inventor, Nikola Tesla. (Series) 
 
Uglies   770L     by Scott Westerfeld 
Just before their sixteenth birthdays, when they will will be transformed into beauties whose only job is to have 
a great time, Tally's best friend runs away and Tally must find her and turn her in, or never become pretty at all. 
(Series) 
 
The 8th Day 730L    by Dianne K. Salerni 
Orphan Jax Aubrey doesn't expect much on his thirteenth birthday, but when he discovers there's an extra day 
squeezed between Wednesday and Thursday whose origins are rooted in Arthurian legend, it's clear his life will 
never be the same. 
 

Non-Fiction 
Frozen in Time      by Mark Kurlansky 
Adventurer and inventor Clarence Birdseye had a fascination with food preservation that led him to develop and 
patent the Birdseye freezing process and start the company that still bears his name today. His limitless curiosity 
spurred his other inventions, including the electric sunlamp, an improved incandescent light bulb, and a harpoon 
gun to tag finback whales. This true story of an early inventor/entrepreneur is not only thrilling but also explains 
the science and early technology behind food preservation.  
  
Unbroken: An Olympian's Journey from Airman to Castaway to Captive   by Laura Hillenbrand 
On a May afternoon in 1943, an American military plane crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, 
leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean surface, a face 
appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was struggling to a life raft and pulling 
himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary sagas of the Second World War.  
(The Young Adult Adaptation) 
 
Popular: A Memoir 730L     by Maya Van Wagenen 
Stuck near the bottom of the social ladder at “pretty much the lowest level of people at school who aren’t paid 
to be here,” Maya has never been popular. But before starting eighth grade, she decides to begin a unique social 
experiment: spend the school year following a 1950s popularity guide, written by former teen model Betty 
Cornell. 
 
Chernobyl’s Wild Kingdom: Life in the Dead Zone by Rebecca L. Johnson 
After the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear explosion in Ukraine, scientists believed radiation had created a vast and 
barren wasteland in which life could never resurface. But the Dead Zone, as the contaminated area is known,  
doesn't look dead at all. In fact, wildlife seems to be thriving there. The Zone is home to beetles, swallows, 
catfish, mice, voles, otters, beavers, wild boar, foxes, lynx, deer, moose—even brown bears and wolves. Yet the 
animals in the Zone are not quite what you'd expect. Every single one of them is radioactive. 
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The Next Wave: The Quest to Harness the Power of the Oceans  by Elizabeth Rusch 
Journey to the wave-battered coast of the Pacific Northwest to meet some of the engineers and 
scientists working to harness the punishing force of our oceans, one of the nature’s powerful and renewable 
energy sources. With an array of amazing devices that cling to the bottom of the sea floor and surf on the crests 
of waves, these explorers are using a combination of science, imagination, and innovation to try to capture wave 
energy in the hopes of someday powering our lives in a cleaner, more sustainable way. 
 
Writing Magic  780L      Gail Carson Levine 
Author Gail Carson Levine shares her secrets of great writing. She shows how you, too, can get terrific ideas for 
stories, invent great beginnings and endings, write sparkling dialogue, develop memorable characters—and 
much, much more.   (Writer to Writer 2nd Book) 
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